SEVENTY YEARS AGO TODAY

GEORGE WADE GARLICK (1915-1999)

A VISUAL RECORD OF HIS CONTRIBUTION TO UNDERSTANDING THE
FLORA OF LEIGH WOODS, BRISTOL

Presented to the Somerset Rare Plants Group on 27 March 2021
By Clive Lovatt



GW Garlick and the flora of Leigh Woods

George Garlick lived in Yate,
Gloucestershire for nearly 50 years
and worked as a schoolteacher.

He came from north Lancashire
where he also made a notable
contribution to botany.

In 1951 starting on Easter Sunday,
25 March, he began to survey the
flora of the Avon Gorge.

Photo by CM Lovatt
March 1982 in Leigh Woods




GW Garlick and the flora of Leigh Woods
af foot A CIPL Surhensin

On Tuesday 27 March 1951, 70
years ago today, he began his work
on the VC6 North Somerset side of
the Avon Gorge.

Source: Folder of Avon Gorge survey
sheets, Archives of the Bristol
Naturalists’ Society.

Note some identification
difficulties. before the publication
of Clapham Tutin & Warburg’s Flora
of the British Isles (1952), and
Hubbard’s Grasses (1954).
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GW Garlick and the flora of Leigh Woods

Garlick’s first survey area, one of the so-called
Leigh Woods and the Avon Gorge in 1887. Donkey Slides under Leigh Woods, this one
Source: Bristol Museum below the Suspension Bridge.




GW Garlick and the flora of Leigh Woods

During 1951, Garlick went on to
make 9,068 abundance records
mostly resolvable to at least 1km
square resolution, with 572
different plants over 129 survey
sites, some of which are shown ; =\ WG A
here. Y= LN N L, —

"\ AT &
: ==

Source: Survey map given to CM
Lovatt in 1979.



GW Garlick and the flora of Leigh Woods

Covers of Garlick’s ‘graph books’, which include  The numbers do not match the Avon Gorge

surveys of other sites. Given to CM Lovatt in map and the books are difficult to use. The
1979. survey book is easy!
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Garlick later completed three recording cards

GW Garlick and the flora of Leigh Woods

for ST57 for the first BSBI Atlas published in
1962. This is the one for the Leigh Woods side.
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7 Achil il 179 Aspur—-otF=  857—mm———cuti~ S32-tocht—amg- 762 Luony enr 955 lelia  cha
9 pta 182 Asper cyn J66 distans 533 dan 763 Fupal can 961 Helie  pra
12 Acino  arv B R disticha 535 oll 764 Lupho amy D6 pub
15 Acoru cal 185 Asple  adi J§~———tvisa—= 547 Coclo vir 771 exi i et vir
19 Adoxa mos 189 nar 369 s——clivnisa- 538 Colch  aut 772 hel 005 Helsi sol
20 Acgop pod 192 rut 370 cech 540 Gomu—mmc 774 lat 8 Herac sph
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34 Agros gl 219 Atrop el 308 pai 565 Cramb mar 801 pse 032 Horde muar
35 Agros can 220 Avena  fat 399 1t 569 Crata mon 809 Fagop esc L B
36 gig 222 str 400 panicea 570 uxy 810 Fagus syl 96 Humul lup
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40 ten 228 Barba ver 405 =—————pil— 573 foe 21 *ovi 1U0J
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42 pra 231 Belli  per 407 pse 877 set 824 *rub 1006 dub
46 Ajuga rep 232 Berbe wvul 408 pul 578 tar 830 Filag ger 1008 clo
51 Alche gla 234 Berul  ere 412 S ——oi 579 Crith mar 831 min 1010 hirsutum
57 ves 205 Hote—mae 413 rip  592€ymbrmur 832 spa vl hum
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FOLD HERE

He was particularly pleased to discover Beech

Fern in Leigh Woods,
golden fronds which

of sunshine’.

describing the ‘lovely
catch the wandering rays
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3 arv 1463 bau 1851 Schoe lac 2086 *laec 2201 tenuis
pul 1465 Phrag bul 1852 tab 2085 *off 2202 tet
Menya tri 1466 Phyll cir 1850 Seirp~—tnar 2037 *pal 04 Vinca maj
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1298 Mimul gut 5 > par 1868 sco 2046 scorod 2211 lac
1305 Moehr tri 3 36 wp 1872 2048 2214 odo
1306 Moenc ere : sar 1874 min 2051 Thely ore 2215 pal
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GW Garlick and the flora of Leigh Woods

17 November 1956: Garlick reports to Noel In Quarry 3, four species ‘rub shoulders
Sandwith about his work on Hawkweeds and together’, he wrote. There was a fifth!
Whitebeam:s.




GW Garlick and the flora of Leigh Woods

Fascinated by the variety of whitebeams,

Garlick collected this on 22 September 1956.

Warburg ticked it as Sorbus aria.

Tim Rich determined it as Sorbus leighensis,
Leigh Woods Whitebeam, which he had
described in 2009. The first known collection!
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GW Garlick and the flora of Leigh Woods

George Garlick demonstrating bryophytes
E%SZBNS member in Leigh Woods, March Thank You




