Crouch, H.J. (date accessed). Somerset Rare Plant Register account: Artemisia maritima. Somerset Rare
Plants Group, www.somersetrareplantsgroup.org.uk [Last amended 18-02-2023]

Artemisia maritima L. Sea Wormwood

Native

GB: Least Concern

England: Near Threatened
VC5 Scarce; VC6 Not Scarce

A decumbent perennial herb of the drier parts of saltmarshes, sea walls, shingle and the
banks of tidal rivers. In VC5, recorded by Coleman for the Minehead area (Murray, 1896).
Found in 1979 at Porlock Weir by D. Ranson and noted as locally plentiful there by Roe
(1981), but last seen in that area in 1983 by Caroline Giddens (Green et al., 1997). In 1914,
recorded at Lilstock and Stolford by E.S. Marshall; found in 1992 at Lilstock (ST171453) by
lan Green, but there have been no subsequent records for that area. In VC5, now restricted
to sites in Bridgwater Bay and the Parrett Estuary. Murray (1896) included a record for
Steart Marsh by J.W. White; more recently it has been found further west at Wall Common
and Catsford Common. First recorded from Stert Island in 1824 (White, 1912), it was still
present on the island in 2007. J.C. Collins noted that it was “Abundant on both sides of the
river Parret [sic], towards the mouth” (Watson, 1837). There are recent records for the
Parrett estuary from Stert Point south to Starsland Clyce. In VC6, known to Murray (1896)
beside the Parrett, on saltmarsh between the mouths of the Brue and Parrett, in the Axe
estuary and in many places along the coast between Clevedon and Uphill. It can still be
found in all of those areas. In addition, White (1912) knew this species from sites north of
Clevedon: on a low cliff west of the Nore near Portishead, on salt marshes near Portbury,
and by St George’s Wharf near Pill. It was still known from these sites before 2000, recorded
from Margaret’'s Bay (west of the Nore), Portbury Wharf and around Royal Portbury Docks
(which has developed on the site of St George’s Wharf), and additionally beside the Avon
estuary at Pill, all mapped by Green et al. (2000). There are no recent records from any of
these sites: it may be overlooked, although may have been lost as the saltmarshes between
Portishead and Pill have become rank and overgrown. The only post-2000 record north of
Clevedon was made in 2019, when David Hawkins discovered plants on a rock at Battery
Point, Portishead. This apparently new site suggests that this species may still be found at
other sites in that area. Artemisia maritima is scattered around the coast of Britain and
Ireland, but has been lost from some sites, a situation mirrored in Somerset.

Artemisia maritima at Woodspring Bay (2011). Photo: HJC
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Artemisia maritima at the mouth of the River Yeo (2014). Photo: HIC
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Distribution of Artemisia maritima in Somerset mapped using MapMate.
Black dots: post-2000 records; pink squares: 1987-1999; sepia squares: pre-1987 records

Artemisia maritima at Hook’s Ear, Kingston Seymour (2014). Photo: HIC



