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Misopates orontium L. Weasel’s-snout
Archaeophyte

GB & England: Vulnerable

VC5 Scarce; VC6 Lost

An annual plant of cultivated and disturbed ground, always been described as very rare in
Somerset (Murray, 1896; Roe, 1981; Green et al., 1997). In VC5 Murray (1896) listed
records from Minehead, and also Enmore, North Petherton and Halse (all north of Taunton).
Marshall (1914) recorded it as a casual in his garden at West Monkton and there have been
further records from around Taunton. In the period 1987-1999 it was recorded in arable
fields at Porlock and Porlock Marsh, in fields at Selworthy and Headon Cross, in a garden at
Wooten Courtenay and as a possible relict at Hartford. Further east it was found in a field at
Moor House Farm, in a vegetable garden in Wellington and as a garden weed at Crewkerne.
All post-2000 records are from Minehead west to Bossington, Porlock, Porlock Marsh and
Horner; this is the only area from which it is currently known in Somerset. In VC6, the
earliest record is for cornfields around Bath (Babington, 1834); it was also recorded by J.H.
Cundall in a field near Whitchurch in 1850 (White, 1912) and reported as very local in potato
fields near Bath by T.B. Flower in 1877 (Murray, 1896). It was found at Burnham in 1918,
and many plants were recorded by D. Coombe in the garden of an empty cottage at Stone-
edge Batch, Tickenham in 1944 (Sandwith, 1945). There were no further records until lan
Green and Geraldine Crouch found about 50 plants in 1990 in the weedy flower bed of a
disused garage at Leigh Common in the far southeast of VC6, where it was still present in
1996. It has also been recorded in ST55, a record made 1987-1999 (mapped by Preston et
al., 2002). Misopates orontium has declined across Britain and Ireland due to its
susceptibility to many broad-spectrum herbicides, the increase in autumn crop-sowing and
the conversion of arable land to pasture.

8 \:{J /i .f/w %Mﬁ%ﬂ /< E?

L PO ]
6 L ] e

4 4 - g
3 N - ; /_:g'-mm
- '__JF”N”L_ 2 \‘:‘L\
2 z _A\‘ B gf\_stﬁ_\—\ 75\/,‘,‘,- 4
T %)" | e
1 A {
A

ss| ST | (

Distribution of Misopates orontium in Somerset, mapped using MapMate.
Black dots are post-2000 records; red squares are 1987-1999 records
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Scattered through field of flax nr Villes Lane
4 plants in vegetable growing allotment

10 plants in vegetable growing allotment
Few plants, base of wall in Sparkhayes Lane
Second barley field from Sparkhayes Lane
10 plants

1 plant

2 plants in corn field with Spergula arvensis

In kale field, NW of Red Post

2 plin corner of field & a few at edge of crop
20 pl flowering in arable field

19 plants at edge of cultivated flax field

22 plants at edge of Barley crop

Dozens of plants in corner of Barley crop

50 plants in arable field

50 plants scattered in arable field

1 plant in headland around arable field
Inland of Bossington Beach

500-1000 plants in set-aside field

2 plants by footpath in wheat field

Few plants in arable field

2 plants in arable field on NE side of path

In a weedy field

In W extremity of field NE of Cross roads
Weed at Ranscombe Lodge, for a few years
At Hiccombe, possibly relict

Weed in garden container, for 3 years

Field east of Moor House Farm

Vegetable garden

Garden weed at Grovely Farm, 1985 to 1990

Hectad spot in New Atlas (2002)
In a very weedy flower bed of the garage

Misopates orontium at Porlock Marsh (2014).
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