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Adiantum capillus-veneris L. Maidenhair Fern
Alien

GB & England: Least Concern

GB Scarce

VC5 Scarce; VC6 Scarce

A wintergreen fern found as a native on wet calcareous cliffs in some western coastal sites.
Only present as an introduction in Somerset growing in sheltered basements and on walls in
urban situations, probably arising from spores from cultivated plants, which may not be of
native origin. In VC5, found in Chard by lan Green in 1995 and in Iiminster by David McCosh
in 1996; it persists at both sites. Found in 2000 on a wall at Broadshard, in 2016 in a well at
Fairfield House, and in 2018 at Dillington House and also in Bridgwater, growing on the
stonework of the canal. In VCG6 this species has been known for considerably longer, the first
record for Somerset being made in 1853, when E.J. Lowe (Phytologist 4: 1100) reported
finding three plants in the air shaft of a stone quarry at Combe Down, some thirty feet below
ground. In response, W.H. Hawker (Phytologist 5: 82) stated that he had found a plant or
two on moist rocks in the neighbourhood of Cheddar in 1851. This species has since been
discovered at scattered sites with mixed survival rates. In Bath, it is still to be found at
several long-known locations, including Batheaston churchyard (first found by C.D.
Heginbotham and E.H. Stevenson in 1930), the Roman Baths (first found by Mrs M.J.
Oldaker in 1950) and Lyncombe Vale Road (first found by Capt. R.G.B. and Mrs I.G. Roe in
1961). It also grows in several basements in Bath, on walls, in a canal tunnel and on
masonry of a railway cutting. In 1978 it was found by Dave Green on a wall in the grounds of
Claverton Manor, Bath, where it is now abundant. Now lost from Wrington (ST468625),
where it was found by Miss E. Rawlins on the platform masonry of the disused railway station
in 1952 and last recorded in 1985; the area has since been redeveloped. Also no longer to
be found at Henton (ST489454) where it persisted on a roadside wall for 11 years, first found
in 1963 by Miss J. Lorraine. Perhaps at its most splendid at the Bishop’s Palace in Wells,
where it can be seen festooning the southeast outer walls of the palace gardens and in
abundance on the wall surrounding the moat. In 2019 a huge population was discovered by
Helena Crouch on the stonework of a railway bridge in Frome. In Somerset, this fern is
growing outside its native distribution, which is strictly coastal and western.

Adiantum capillus-veneris at Batheaston (2008). Photo: HIC
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Distribution of Adiantum capillus-veneris in Somerset mapped using MapMate.
Black dots: post-2000 records; pink squares: 1987-1999; sepia squares: pre-1987 records



