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General points 

ÅEyebrights are hemi-parasitic 
 

ÅEyebrights are annuals 
 

Å7 species of Euphrasia in Somerset (+1 extinct) 
 

Å14 hybrids recorded in Somerset (so far!) 
 

ÅñEuphrasia is a genus which cannot easily be 

divided into well-behaved speciesò (A.J. Silverside) 
 

ÅCollect a specimen: pull up 5 typical 

undamaged plants per type to study/press 



What characters to look for? 

ÅHairs on leaves  

ü Glandular 

Á long-stalked (stalk >10x head) or 

Á   short-stalk (stalk<10x head) 

üEglandular 
 

ÅFlower size  
 

ÅNode of first flowering 
 

ÅBranching pattern 
 

ÅInternode : length of internode in ratio to leaf size 
 

ÅCapsules : shape & size relative to calyx 
 

ÅLeaves : Shape of leaf and direction of marginal teeth 

  (examine stem (cauline) leaves and floral leaves) 
 

ÅColoration of foliage and flowers 



Glandular Hairs Eglandular Hairs 



Flower size : 
measure from base of tube to tip of upper lip 

Colour and shape, particularly of the lower lip, are also useful 



Node of first flowering 

NB Donôt count the cotyledon node and only go up main stem  

E. anglica 

E. tetraquetra 

E. nemorosa 

5-8 

5-9 

10 + 



Branching Pattern 

Stiff upright branches and stem Flexuose branches and main stem 


